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or paid any remuneration in the man-
ner and for the purposes described
therein, irrespective of whether the in-
dividual or entity may be able to prove
that the remuneration was also in-
tended for some other purpose; and

(ii) Will not exclude any individual or
entity if that individual or entity can
prove that the remuneration that is
the subject of the exclusion is exempt-
ed from serving as the basis for an ex-
clusion.

(b) Length of exclusion. (1) The fol-
lowing factors will be considered in de-
termining the length of exclusion in
accordance with this section—

(i) The nature and circumstances of
the acts and other similar acts;

(ii) The nature and extent of any ad-
verse physical, mental, financial or
other impact the conduct had on pro-
gram beneficiaries or other individuals
or the Medicare or State health pro-
grams;

(iii) Whether the individual or entity
has a documented history of criminal,
civil or administrative wrongdoing
(The lack of any prior record is to be
considered neutral);

(iv) The individual or entity has been
the subject of any other adverse action
by any Federal, State or local govern-
ment agency or board, if the adverse
action is based on the same set of cir-
cumstances that serves as the basis for
the imposition of the exclusion; or

(v) Any other facts bearing on the na-
ture and seriousness of the individual’s
or entity’s misconduct.

(2) It will be considered a mitigating
factor if—

(i) The individual had a documented
mental, emotional, or physical condi-
tion before or during the commission of
the prohibited act(s) that reduced the
individual’s culpability for the acts in
question;

(ii) The individual’s or entity’s co-
operation with Federal or State offi-
cials resulted in the—

(A) Sanctioning of other individuals
or entities, or

(B) Imposition of a civil money pen-
alty against others; or

(iii) Alternative sources of the type
of health care items or services pro-

vided by the individual or entity are
not available.

[57 FR 3330, Jan. 29, 1992, as amended at 63
FR 46689, Sept. 2, 1998]

§ 1001.952 Exceptions.
The following payment practices

shall not be treated as a criminal of-
fense under section 1128B of the Act
and shall not serve as the basis for an
exclusion:

(a) Investment Interests. As used in
section 1128B of the Act, ‘‘remunera-
tion’’ does not include any payment
that is a return on an investment in-
terest, such as a dividend or interest
income, made to an investor as long as
all of the applicable standards are met
within one of the following two cat-
egories of entities:

(1) If, within the previous fiscal year
or previous 12 month period, the entity
possesses more than $50,000,000 in
undepreciated net tangible assets
(based on the net acquisition cost of
purchasing such assets from an unre-
lated entity) related to the furnishing
of items and services, all of the fol-
lowing five applicable standards must
be met—

(i) With respect to an investment in-
terest that is an equity security, the
equity security must be registered with
the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion under 15 U.S.C. 781 (b) or (g).

(ii) The investment interest of an in-
vestor in a position to make or influ-
ence referrals to, furnish items or serv-
ices to, or otherwise generate business
for the entity must be obtained on
terms equally available to the public
through trading on a registered na-
tional securities exchange, such as the
New York Stock Exchange or the
American Stock Exchange, or on the
National Association of Securities
Dealers Automated Quotation System.

(iii) The entity or any investor must
not market or furnish the entity’s
items or services (or those of another
entity as part of a cross referral agree-
ment) to passive investors differently
than to non-investors.

(iv) The entity must not loan funds
to or guarantee a loan for an investor
who is in a position to make or influ-
ence referrals to, furnish items or serv-
ices to, or otherwise generate business
for the entity if the investor uses any
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part of such loan to obtain the invest-
ment interest.

(v) The amount of payment to an in-
vestor in return for the investment in-
terest must be directly proportional to
the amount of the capital investment
of that investor.

(2) If the entity possesses investment
interests that are held by either active
or passive investors, all of the fol-
lowing eight applicable standards must
be met—

(i) No more than 40 percent of the
value of the investment interests of
each class of investments may be held
in the previous fiscal year or previous
12 month period by investors who are
in a position to make or influence re-
ferrals to, furnish items or services to,
or otherwise generate business for the
entity.

(ii) The terms on which an invest-
ment interest is offered to a passive in-
vestor, if any, who is in a position to
make or influence referrals to, furnish
items or services to, or otherwise gen-
erate business for the entity must be
no different from the terms offered to
other passive investors.

(iii) The terms on which an invest-
ment interest is offered to an investor
who is in a position to make or influ-
ence referrals to, furnish items or serv-
ices to, or otherwise generate business
for the entity must not be related to
the previous or expected volume of re-
ferrals, items or services furnished, or
the amount of business otherwise gen-
erated from that investor to the entity.

(iv) There is no requirement that a
passive investor, if any, make referrals
to, be in a position to make or influ-
ence referrals to, furnish items or serv-
ices to, or otherwise generate business
for the entity as a condition for re-
maining as an investor.

(v) The entity or any investor must
not market or furnish the entity’s
items or services (or those of another
entity as part of a cross referral agree-
ment) to passive investors differently
than to non-investors.

(vi) No more than 40 percent of the
gross revenue of the entity in the pre-
vious fiscal year or previous 12 month
period may come from referrals, items
or services furnished, or business oth-
erwise generated from investors.

(vii) The entity must not loan funds
to or guarantee a loan for an investor
who is in a position to make or influ-
ence referrals to, furnish items or serv-
ices to, or otherwise generate business
for the entity if the investor uses any
part of such loan to obtain the invest-
ment interest.

(viii) The amount of payment to an
investor in return for the investment
interest must be directly proportional
to the amount of the capital invest-
ment (including the fair market value
of any pre-operational services ren-
dered) of that investor.

For purposes of paragraph (a) of this
section, the following terms apply. Ac-
tive investor means an investor either
who is responsible for the day-to-day
management of the entity and is a
bona fide general partner in a partner-
ship under the Uniform Partnership
Act or who agrees in writing to under-
take liability for the actions of the en-
tity’s agents acting within the scope of
their agency. Investment interest means
a security issued by an entity, and may
include the following classes of invest-
ments: shares in a corporation, inter-
ests or units of a partnership, bonds,
debentures, notes, or other debt instru-
ments. Investor means an individual or
entity either who directly holds an in-
vestment interest in an entity, or who
holds such investment interest indi-
rectly by, including but not limited to,
such means as having a family member
hold such investment interest or hold-
ing a legal or beneficial interest in an-
other entity (such as a trust or holding
company) that holds such investment
interest. Passive investor means an in-
vestor who is not an active investor,
such as a limited partner in a partner-
ship under the Uniform Partnership
Act, a shareholder in a corporation, or
a holder of a debt security.

(b) Space Rental. As used in section
1128B of the Act, ‘‘remuneration’’ does
not include any payment made by a
lessee to a lessor for the use of prem-
ises, as long as all of the following five
standards are met—

(1) The lease agreement is set out in
writing and signed by the parties.

(2) The lease specifies the premises
covered by the lease.

(3) If the lease is intended to provide
the lessee with access to the premises
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for periodic intervals of time, rather
than on a full-time basis for the term
of the lease, the lease specifies exactly
the schedule of such intervals, their
precise length, and the exact rent for
such intervals.

(4) The term of the lease is for not
less than one year.

(5) The aggregate rental charge is set
in advance, is consistent with fair mar-
ket value in arms-length transactions
and is not determined in a manner that
takes into account the volume or value
of any referrals or business otherwise
generated between the parties for
which payment may be made in whole
or in part under Medicare or a State
health care program.

For purposes of paragraph (b) of this
section, the term fair market value
means the value of the rental property
for general commercial purposes, but
shall not be adjusted to reflect the ad-
ditional value that one party (either
the prospective lessee or lessor) would
attribute to the property as a result of
its proximity or convenience to sources
of referrals or business otherwise gen-
erated for which payment may be made
in whole or in part under Medicare or a
State health care program.

(c) Equipment rental. As used in sec-
tion 1128B of the Act, ‘‘remuneration’’
does not include any payment made by
a lessee of equipment to the lessor of
the equipment for the use of the equip-
ment, as long as all of the following
five standards are met—

(1) The lease agreement is set out in
writing and signed by the parties.

(2) The lease specifies the equipment
covered by the lease.

(3) If the lease is intended to provide
the lessee with use of the equipment
for periodic intervals of time, rather
than on a full-time basis for the term
of the lease, the lease specifies exactly
the schedule of such intervals, their
precise length, and the exact rent for
such interval.

(4) The term of the lease is for not
less than one year.

(5) The aggregate rental charge is set
in advance, is consistent with fair mar-
ket value in arms-length transactions
and is not determined in a manner that
takes into account the volume or value
of any referrals or business otherwise
generated between the parties for

which payment may be made in whole
or in part under Medicare or a State
health care program.

For purposes of paragraph (c) of this
section, the term fair market value
means the value of the equipment when
obtained from a manufacturer or pro-
fessional distributor, but shall not be
adjusted to reflect the additional value
one party (either the prospective lessee
or lessor) would attribute to the equip-
ment as a result of its proximity or
convenience to sources of referrals or
business otherwise generated for which
payment may be made in whole or in
part under Medicare or a State health
care program.

(d) Personal services and management
contracts. As used in section 1128B of
the Act, ‘‘remuneration’’ does not in-
clude any payment made by a principal
to an agent as compensation for the
services of the agent, as long as all of
the following six standards are met—

(1) The agency agreement is set out
in writing and signed by the parties.

(2) The agency agreement specifies
the services to be provided by the
agent.

(3) If the agency agreement is in-
tended to provide for the services of
the agent on a periodic, sporadic or
part-time basis, rather than on a full-
time basis for the term of the agree-
ment, the agreement specifies exactly
the schedule of such intervals, their
precise length, and the exact charge for
such intervals.

(4) The term of the agreement is for
not less than one year.

(5) The aggregate compensation paid
to the agent over the term of the
agreement is set in advance, is con-
sistent with fair market value in arms-
length transactions and is not deter-
mined in a manner that takes into ac-
count the volume or value of any refer-
rals or business otherwise generated
between the parties for which payment
may be made in whole or in part under
Medicare or a State health care pro-
gram.

(6) The services performed under the
agreement do not involve the counsel-
ling or promotion of a business ar-
rangement or other activity that vio-
lates any State or Federal law.

For purposes of paragraph (d) of this
section, an agent of a principal is any
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person, other than a bona fide em-
ployee of the principal, who has an
agreement to perform services for, or
on behalf of, the principal.

(e) Sale of practice. As used in section
1128B of the Act, ‘‘remuneration’’ does
not include any payment made to a
practitioner by another practitioner
where the former practitioner is selling
his or her practice to the latter practi-
tioner, as long as both of the following
two standards are met—

(1) The period from the date of the
first agreement pertaining to the sale
to the completion of the sale is not
more than one year.

(2) The practitioner who is selling his
or her practice will not be in a profes-
sional position to make referrals to, or
otherwise generate business for, the
purchasing practitioner for which pay-
ment may be made in whole or in part
under Medicare or a State health care
program after one year from the date
of the first agreement pertaining to the
sale.

(f) Referral services. As used in section
1128B of the Act, ‘‘remuneration’’ does
not include any payment or exchange
of anything of value between an indi-
vidual or entity (‘‘participant’’) and
another entity serving as a referral
service (‘‘referral service’’), as long as
all of the following four standards are
met—

(1) The referral service does not ex-
clude as a participant in the referral
service any individual or entity who
meets the qualifications for participa-
tion.

(2) Any payment the participant
makes to the referral service is as-
sessed equally against and collected
equally from all participants, and is
only based on the cost of operating the
referral service, and not on the volume
or value of any referrals to or business
otherwise generated by the partici-
pants for the referral service for which
payment may be made in whole or in
part under Medicare or a State health
care program.

(3) The referral service imposes no re-
quirements on the manner in which the
participant provides services to a re-
ferred person, except that the referral
service may require that the partici-
pant charge the person referred at the
same rate as it charges other persons

not referred by the referral service, or
that these services be furnished free of
charge or at reduced charge.

(4) The referral service makes the fol-
lowing five disclosures to each person
seeking a referral, with each such dis-
closure maintained by the referral
service in a written record certifying
such disclosure and signed by either
such person seeking a referral or by the
individual making the disclosure on be-
half of the referral service—

(i) The manner in which it selects the
group of participants in the referral
service to which it could make a refer-
ral;

(ii) Whether the participant has paid
a fee to the referral service;

(iii) The manner in which it selects a
particular participant from this group
for that person;

(iv) The nature of the relationship
between the referral service and the
group of participants to whom it could
make the referral; and

(v) The nature of any restrictions
that would exclude such an individual
or entity from continuing as a partici-
pant.

(g) Warranties. As used in section
1128B of the Act, ‘‘remuneration’’ does
not include any payment or exchange
of anything of value under a warranty
provided by a manufacturer or supplier
of an item to the buyer (such as a
health care provider or beneficiary) of
the item, as long as the buyer complies
with all of the following standards in
paragraphs (g)(1) and (g)(2) of this sec-
tion and the manufacturer or supplier
complies with all of the following
standards in paragraphs (g)(3) and (g)(4)
of this section—

(1) The buyer must fully and accu-
rately report any price reduction of the
item (including a free item), which was
obtained as part of the warranty, in
the applicable cost reporting mecha-
nism or claim for payment filed with
the Department or a State agency.

(2) The buyer must provide, upon re-
quest by the Secretary or a State agen-
cy, information provided by the manu-
facturer or supplier as specified in
paragraph (g)(3) of this section.

(3) The manufacturer or supplier
must comply with either of the fol-
lowing two standards—
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(i) The manufacturer or supplier
must fully and accurately report the
price reduction of the item (including a
free item), which was obtained as part
of the warranty, on the invoice or
statement submitted to the buyer, and
inform the buyer of its obligations
under paragraphs (a)(1) and (a)(2) of
this section.

(ii) Where the amount of the price re-
duction is not known at the time of
sale, the manufacturer or supplier
must fully and accurately report the
existence of a warranty on the invoice
or statement, inform the buyer of its
obligations under paragraphs (g)(1) and
(g)(2) of this section, and, when the
price reduction becomes known, pro-
vide the buyer with documentation of
the calculation of the price reduction
resulting from the warranty.

(4) The manufacturer or supplier
must not pay any remuneration to any
individual (other than a beneficiary) or
entity for any medical, surgical, or
hospital expense incurred by a bene-
ficiary other than for the cost of the
item itself.

For purposes of paragraph (g) of this
section, the term warranty means ei-
ther an agreement made in accordance
with the provisions of 15 U.S.C. 2301(6),
or a manufacturer’s or supplier’s agree-
ment to replace another manufactur-
er’s or supplier’s defective item (which
is covered by an agreement made in ac-
cordance with this statutory provi-
sion), on terms equal to the agreement
that it replaces.

(h) Discounts. As used in section 1128B
of the Act, ‘‘remuneration’’ does not
include a discount, as defined in para-
graph (h)(3) of this section, on a good
or service received by a buyer, which
submits a claim or request for payment
for the good or service for which pay-
ment may be made in whole or in part
under Medicare or a State health care
program, from a seller as long as the
buyer complies with the applicable
standards of paragraph (h)(1) of this
section and the seller complies with
the applicable standards of paragraph
(h)(2) of this section:

(1) With respect to the following
three categories of buyers, the buyer
must comply with all of the applicable
standards within each category—

(i) If the buyer is an entity which re-
ports its costs on a cost report required
by the Department or a State agency,
it must comply with all of the fol-
lowing four standards—

(A) The discount must be earned
based on purchases of that same good
or service bought within a single fiscal
year of the buyer;

(B) The buyer must claim the benefit
of the discount in the fiscal year in
which the discount is earned or the fol-
lowing year;

(C) The buyer must fully and accu-
rately report the discount in the appli-
cable cost report; and

(D) The buyer must provide, upon re-
quest by the Secretary or a State agen-
cy, information provided by the seller
as specified in paragraph (h)(2)(ii) of
this section.

(ii) If the buyer is an entity which is
a health maintenance organization or
competitive medical plan acting in ac-
cordance with a risk contract under
section 1876(g) or 1903(m) of the Act, or
under another State health care pro-
gram, it need not report the discount
except as otherwise may be required
under the risk contract.

(iii) If the buyer is not an entity de-
scribed in paragraphs (h)(1)(i) or
(h)(1)(ii) of this section, it must comply
with all of the following three stand-
ards—

(A) The discount must be made at the
time of the original sale of the good or
service;

(B) Where an item or service is sepa-
rately claimed for payment with the
Department or a State agency, the
buyer must fully and accurately report
the discount on that item or service;
and

(C) The buyer must provide, upon re-
quest by the Secretary or a State agen-
cy, information provided by the seller
as specified in paragraph (h)(2)(ii)(A) of
this section.

(2) With respect to either of the fol-
lowing two categories of buyers, the
seller must comply with all of the ap-
plicable standards within each cat-
egory—

(i) If the buyer is an entity described
in paragraph (h)(1)(ii) of this section,
the seller need not report the discount
to the buyer for purposes of this provi-
sion.
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(ii) If the buyer is any other indi-
vidual or entity, the seller must com-
ply with either of the following two
standards—

(A) Where a discount is required to be
reported to the Department or a State
agency under paragraph (h)(1) of this
section, the seller must fully and accu-
rately report such discount on the in-
voice or statement submitted to the
buyer, and inform the buyer of its obli-
gations to report such discount; or

(B) Where the value of the discount is
not known at the time of sale, the sell-
er must fully and accurately report the
existence of a discount program on the
invoice or statement submitted to the
buyer, inform the buyer of its obliga-
tions under paragraph (h)(1) of this sec-
tion and, when the value of the dis-
count becomes known, provide the
buyer with documentation of the cal-
culation of the discount identifying the
specific goods or services purchased to
which the discount will be applied.

(3) For purposes of this paragraph,
the term discount means a reduction in
the amount a seller charges a buyer
(who buys either directly or through a
wholesaler or a group purchasing orga-
nization) for a good or service based on
an arms length transaction. The term
discount may include a rebate check,
credit or coupon directly redeemable
from the seller only to the extent that
such reductions in price are attrib-
utable to the original good or service
that was purchased or furnished. The
term discount does not include—

(i) Cash payment;
(ii) Furnishing one good or service

without charge or at a reduced charge
in exchange for any agreement to buy
a different good or service;

(iii) A reduction in price applicable
to one payor but not to Medicare or a
State health care program;

(iv) A reduction in price offered to a
beneficiary (such as a routine reduc-
tion or waiver of any coinsurance or
deductible amount owed by a program
beneficiary);

(v) Warranties;
(vi) Services provided in accordance

with a personal or management serv-
ices contract; or

(vii) Other remuneration in cash or
in kind not explicitly described in this
paragraph.

(i) Employees. As used in section 1128B
of the Act, ‘‘remuneration’’ does not
include any amount paid by an em-
ployer to an employee, who has a bona
fide employment relationship with the
employer, for employment in the fur-
nishing of any item or service for
which payment may be made in whole
or in part under Medicare or a State
health care program. For purposes of
paragraph (i) of this section, the term
employee has the same meaning as it
does for purposes of 26 U.S.C. 3121(d)(2).

(j) Group purchasing organizations. As
used in section 1128B of the Act, ‘‘re-
muneration’’ does not include any pay-
ment by a vendor of goods or services
to a group purchasing organization
(GPO), as part of an agreement to fur-
nish such goods or services to an indi-
vidual or entity as long as both of the
following two standards are met—

(1) The GPO must have a written
agreement with each individual or en-
tity, for which items or services are
furnished, that provides for either of
the following—

(i) The agreement states that partici-
pating vendors from which the indi-
vidual or entity will purchase goods or
services will pay a fee to the GPO of 3
percent or less of the purchase price of
the goods or services provided by that
vendor.

(ii) In the event the fee paid to the
GPO is not fixed at 3 percent or less of
the purchase price of the goods or serv-
ices, the agreement specifies the
amount (or if not known, the max-
imum amount) the GPO will be paid by
each vendor (where such amount may
be a fixed sum or a fixed percentage of
the value of purchases made from the
vendor by the members of the group
under the contract between the vendor
and the GPO).

(2) Where the entity which receives
the goods or service from the vendor is
a health care provider of services, the
GPO must disclose in writing to the en-
tity at least annually, and to the Sec-
retary upon request, the amount re-
ceived from each vendor with respect
to purchases made by or on behalf of
the entity.

For purposes of paragraph (j) of this
section, the term group purchasing or-
ganization (GPO) means an entity au-
thorized to act as a purchasing agent
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for a group of individuals or entities
who are furnishing services for which
payment may be made in whole or in
part under Medicare or a State health
care program, and who are neither
wholly-owned by the GPO nor subsidi-
aries of a parent corporation that
wholly owns the GPO (either directly
or through another wholly-owned enti-
ty).

(k) Waiver of beneficiary coinsurance
and deductible amounts. As used in sec-
tion 1128B of the Act, ‘‘remuneration’’
does not include any reduction or waiv-
er of a Medicare or a State health care
program beneficiary’s obligation to
pay coinsurance or deductible amounts
as long as all of the standards are met
within either of the following two cat-
egories of health care providers:

(1) If the coinsurance or deductible
amounts are owed to a hospital for in-
patient hospital services for which
Medicare pays under the prospective
payment system, the hospital must
comply with all of the following three
standards—

(i) The hospital must not later claim
the amount reduced or waived as a bad
debt for payment purposes under Medi-
care or otherwise shift the burden of
the reduction or waiver onto Medicare,
a State health care program, other
payers, or individuals.

(ii) The hospital must offer to reduce
or waive the coinsurance or deductible
amounts without regard to the reason
for admission, the length of stay of the
beneficiary, or the diagnostic related
group for which the claim for Medicare
reimbursement is filed.

(iii) The hospital’s offer to reduce or
waive the coinsurance or deductible
amounts must not be made as part of a
price reduction agreement between a
hospital and a third-party payer (in-
cluding a health plan as defined in
paragraph (l)(2) of this section), unless
the agreement is part of a contract for
the furnishing of items or services to a
beneficiary of a Medicare supplemental
policy issued under the terms of sec-
tion 1882(t)(1) of the Act.

(2) If the coinsurance or deductible
amounts are owed by an individual who
qualifies for subsidized services under a
provision of the Public Health Services
Act or under titles V or XIX of the Act
to a federally qualified health care cen-

ter or other health care facility under
any Public Health Services Act grant
program or under title V of the Act,
the health care center or facility may
reduce or waive the coinsurance or de-
ductible amounts for items or services
for which payment may be made in
whole or in part under part B of Medi-
care or a State health care program.

(l) Increased coverage, reduced cost-
sharing amounts, or reduced premium
amounts offered by health plans. (1) As
used in section 1128B of the Act, ‘‘re-
muneration’’ does not include the addi-
tional coverage of any item or service
offered by a health plan to an enrollee
or the reduction of some or all of the
enrollee’s obligation to pay the health
plan or a contract health care provider
for cost-sharing amounts (such as coin-
surance, deductible, or copayment
amounts) or for premium amounts at-
tributable to items or services covered
by the health plan, the Medicare pro-
gram, or a State health care program,
as long as the health plan complies
with all of the standards within one of
the following two categories of health
plans:

(i) If the health plan is a risk-based
health maintenance organization, com-
petitive medical plan, prepaid health
plan, or other health plan under con-
tract with HCFA or a State health care
program and operating in accordance
with section 1876(g) or 1903(m) of the
Act, under a Federal statutory dem-
onstration authority, or under other
Federal statutory or regulatory au-
thority, it must offer the same in-
creased coverage or reduced cost-shar-
ing or premium amounts to all Medi-
care or State health care program en-
rollees covered by the contract unless
otherwise approved by HCFA or by a
State health care program.

(ii) If the health plan is a health
maintenance organization, competitive
medical plan, health care prepayment
plan, prepaid health plan or other
health plan that has executed a con-
tract or agreement with HCFA or with
a State health care program to receive
payment for enrollees on a reasonable
cost or similar basis, it must comply
with both of the following two stand-
ards—

(A) The health plan must offer the
same increased coverage or reduced
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cost-sharing or premium amounts to
all Medicare or State health care pro-
gram enrollees covered by the contract
or agreement unless otherwise ap-
proved by HCFA or by a State health
care program; and

(B) The health plan must not claim
the costs of the increased coverage or
the reduced cost-sharing or premium
amounts as a bad debt for payment
purposes under Medicare or a State
health care program or otherwise shift
the burden of the increased coverage or
reduced cost-sharing or premium
amounts to the extent that increased
payments are claimed from Medicare
or a State health care program.

(2) For purposes of paragraph (l) of
this section, the terms—

Contract health care provider means an
individual or entity under contract
with a health plan to furnish items or
services to enrollees who are covered
by the health plan, Medicare, or a
State health care program.

Enrollee means an individual who has
entered into a contractual relationship
with a health plan (or on whose behalf
an employer, or other private or gov-
ernmental entity has entered into such
a relationship) under which the indi-
vidual is entitled to receive specified
health care items and services, or in-
surance coverage for such items and
services, in return for payment of a
premium or a fee.

Health plan means an entity that fur-
nishes or arranges under agreement
with contract health care providers for
the furnishing of items or services to
enrollees, or furnishes insurance cov-
erage for the provision of such items
and services, in exchange for a pre-
mium or a fee, where such entity:

(i) Operates in accordance with a con-
tract, agreement or statutory dem-
onstration authority approved by
HCFA or a State health care program;

(ii) Charges a premium and its pre-
mium structure is regulated under a
State insurance statute or a State ena-
bling statute governing health mainte-
nance organizations or preferred pro-
vider organizations;

(iii) Is an employer, if the enrollees
of the plan are current or retired em-
ployees, or is a union welfare fund, if
the enrollees of the plan are union
members; or

(iv) Is licensed in the State, is under
contract with an employer, union wel-
fare fund, or a company furnishing
health insurance coverage as described
in conditions (ii) and (iii) of this defini-
tion, and is paid a fee for the adminis-
tration of the plan which reflects the
fair market value of those services.

(m) Price reductions offered to health
plans. (1) As used in section 1128B of
the Act, ‘‘remuneration’’ does not in-
clude a reduction in price a contract
health care provider offers to a health
plan in accordance with the terms of a
written agreement between the con-
tract health care provider and the
health plan for the sole purpose of fur-
nishing to enrollees items or services
that are covered by the health plan,
Medicare, or a State health care pro-
gram, as long as both the health plan
and contract health care provider com-
ply with all of the applicable standards
within one of the following four cat-
egories of health plans:

(i) If the health plan is a risk-based
health maintenance organization, com-
petitive medical plan, or prepaid
health plan under contract with HCFA
or a State agency and operating in ac-
cordance with section 1876(g) or 1903(m)
of the Act, under a Federal statutory
demonstration authority, or under
other Federal statutory or regulatory
authority, the contract health care
provider must not claim payment in
any form from the Department or the
State agency for items or services fur-
nished in accordance with the agree-
ment except as approved by HCFA or
the State health care program, or oth-
erwise shift the burden of such an
agreement to the extent that increased
payments are claimed from Medicare
or a State health care program.

(ii) If the health plan is a health
maintenance organization, competitive
medical plan, health care prepayment
plan, prepaid health plan, or other
health plan that has executed a con-
tract or agreement with HCFA or a
State health care program to receive
payment for enrollees on a reasonable
cost or similar basis, the health plan
and contract health care provider must
comply with all of the following four
standards—

(A) The term of the agreement be-
tween the health plan and the contract
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health care provider must be for not
less than one year;

(B) The agreement between the
health plan and the contract health
care provider must specify in advance
the covered items and services to be
furnished to enrollees, and the method-
ology for computing the payment to
the contract health care provider;

(C) The health plan must fully and
accurately report, on the applicable
cost report or other claim form filed
with the Department or the State
health care program, the amount it has
paid the contract health care provider
under the agreement for the covered
items and services furnished to enroll-
ees; and

(D) The contract health care provider
must not claim payment in any form
from the Department or the State
health care program for items or serv-
ices furnished in accordance with the
agreement except as approved by HCFA
or the State health care program, or
otherwise shift the burden of such an
agreement to the extent that increased
payments are claimed from Medicare
or a State health care program.

(iii) If the health plan is not de-
scribed in paragraphs (m)(1)(i) or
(m)(1)(ii) of this section and the con-
tract health care provider is not paid
on an at-risk, capitated basis, both the
health plan and contract health care
provider must comply with all of the
following six standards—

(A) The term of the agreement be-
tween the health plan and the contract
health care provider must be for not
less than one year;

(B) The agreement between the
health plan and the contract health
care provider must specify in advance
the covered items and services to be
furnished to enrollees, which party is
to file claims or requests for payment
with Medicare or the State health care
program for such items and services,
and the schedule of fees the contract
health care provider will charge for
furnishing such items and services to
enrollees;

(C) The fee schedule contained in the
agreement between the health plan and
the contract health care provider must
remain in effect throughout the term
of the agreement, unless a fee increase
results directly from a payment update

authorized by Medicare or the State
health care program;

(D) The party submitting claims or
requests for payment from Medicare or
the State health care program for
items and services furnished in accord-
ance with the agreement must not
claim or request payment for amounts
in excess of the fee schedule;

(E) The contract health care provider
and the health plan must fully and ac-
curately report on any cost report filed
with Medicare or a State health care
program the fee schedule amounts
charged in accordance with the agree-
ment and, upon request, will report to
the Medicare or a State health care
program the terms of the agreement
and the amounts paid in accordance
with the agreement; and

(F) The party to the agreement,
which does not have the responsibility
under the agreement for filing claims
or requests for payment, must not
claim or request payment in any form
from the Department or the State
health care program for items or serv-
ices furnished in accordance with the
agreement, or otherwise shift the bur-
den of such an agreement to the extent
that increased payments are claimed
from Medicare or a State health care
program.

(iv) If the health plan is not described
in paragraphs (m)(1)(i) or (m)(1)(ii) of
this section, and the contract health
care provider is paid on an at-risk,
capitated basis, both the health plan
and contract health care provider must
comply with all of the following five
standards—

(A) The term of the agreement be-
tween the health plan and the contract
health provider must be for not less
than one year;

(B) The agreement between the
health plan and the contract health
provider must specify in advance the
covered items and services to be fur-
nished to enrollees and the total
amount per enrollee (which may be ex-
pressed in a per month or other time
period basis) the contract health care
provider will be paid by the health plan
for furnishing such items and services
to enrollees and must set forth any co-
payments, if any, to be paid by enroll-
ees to the contract health care pro-
vider for covered services;
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(C) The payment amount contained
in the agreement between the health
care plan and the contract health care
provider must remain in effect
throughout the term of the agreement;

(D) The contract health care provider
and the health plan must fully and ac-
curately report to the Medicare and
State health care program upon re-
quest, the terms of the agreement and
the amounts paid in accordance with
the agreement; and

(E) The contract health care provider
must not claim or request payment in
any form from the Department, a State
health care program or an enrollee
(other than copayment amounts de-
scribed in paragraph (m)(2)(iv)(B) of
this section) and the health plan must
not pay the contract care provider in
excess of the amounts described in
paragraph (m)(2)(iv)(B) of this section
for items and services covered by the
agreement.

(2) For purposes of this paragraph,
the terms contract health care provider,
enrollee, and health plan have the same
meaning as in paragraph (l)(2) of this
section.

[57 FR 3330, Jan. 29, 1992, as amended at 57
FR 52729, Nov. 5, 1992; 61 FR 2135, Jan. 25,
1996]

§ 1001.1001 Exclusion of entities
owned or controlled by a sanc-
tioned person.

(a) Circumstance for exclusion. (1) The
OIG may exclude an entity if:

(i) A person with a relationship with
such entity—

(A) Has been convicted of a criminal
offense as described in sections 1128(a)
and 1128(b) (1), (2) or (3) of the Act;

(B) Has had civil money penalties or
assessments imposed under section
1128A of the Act; or

(C) Has been excluded from participa-
tion in Medicare or any of the State
health care programs, and

(ii) Such a person—
(A)(1) Has a direct or indirect owner-

ship interest (or any combination
thereof) of 5 percent or more in the en-
tity;

(2) Is the owner of a whole or part in-
terest in any mortgage, deed of trust,
note or other obligation secured (in
whole or in part) by the entity or any
of the property assets thereof, in which

whole or part interest is equal to or ex-
ceeds 5 percent of the total property
and assets of the entity;

(3) Is an officer or director of the en-
tity, if the entity is organized as a cor-
poration;

(4) Is partner in the entity, if the en-
tity is organized as a partnership;

(5) Is an agent of the entity; or
(6) Is a managing employee, that is,

an individual (including a general man-
ager, business manager, administrator
or director) who exercises operational
or managerial control over the entity
or part thereof, or directly or indi-
rectly conducts the day-to-day oper-
ations of the entity or part thereof, or

(B) Was formerly described in para-
graph (a)(1)(ii)(A) of this section, but is
no longer so described because of a
transfer of ownership or control inter-
est to an immediate family member or
a member of the person’s household as
defined in paragraph (a)(2) of this sec-
tion, in anticipation of or following a
conviction, assessment of a CMP, or
imposition of an exclusion.

(2) For purposes of this section, the
term:

Agent means any person who has ex-
press or implied authority to obligate
or act on behalf of an entity.

Immediate family member means, a per-
son’s husband or wife; natural or adop-
tive parent; child or sibling; step-
parent, stepchild, stepbrother or step-
sister; father-, mother-, daughter-, son-
, brother- or sister-in-law; grandparent
or grandchild; or spouse of a grand-
parent or grandchild.

Indirect ownership interest includes an
ownership interest through any other
entities that ultimately have an own-
ership interest in the entity in issue.
(For example, an individual has a 10
percent ownership interest in the enti-
ty at issue if he or she has a 20 percent
ownership interest in a corporation
that wholly owns a subsidiary that is a
50 percent owner of the entity in issue.)

Member of household means, with re-
spect to a person, any individual with
whom they are sharing a common
abode as part of a single family unit,
including domestic employees and oth-
ers who live together as a family unit.
A roomer or boarder is not considered
a member of household.
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